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WINTER 2016 IS HERE!

Centennial Celebrations Begin in February - look inside for more details.
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We kick-off this season Jan 13 with a
New Year celebration! Page 4
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and lots more ....

2016 will be a year full of activities and celebrations as Alexandra
Neighbourhood House reflects on its past and anticipates its future.
Join us, become members, find out
what we do, and more importantly,
contribute to and be a part of your community.

Celebrating our Centennial
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The Alex House office will be closed
for the holidays from Monday Dec 23
through Friday Jan 1. Have a safe and
happy holiday season!

A NEW YEAR OF PROGRAMS, EVENTS AND
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS!
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WHY RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
YOU SUPPORT

one of the oldest agencies in the community

YOU CONTRIBUTE

to the health and well-being of your community

YOU PARTICIPATE

in programs and events that serve your friends
and neighbours

YOU HELP US

maintain our historic buildings

YOU SUPPLEMENT

funds we receive from foundations, government,
service clubs and donors

YOU HELP

us fulfill our mission

YOU LEARN

about Alexandra Neighbourhood House activities first

YOU BECOME

part of the Neighbourhood House Movement

Membership Form

alexandra

Individuals: $15/annum Couples/Families: $20/annum

NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
N E I G H B O U R H O O D

For the past 100 years, Alex House has been hard
at work helping to build community – one individual
at a time. From our origins as a “fresh air camp” for
orphans from Vancouver to the present day we have
focused on creating opportunities for neighbours to
gather, grow, and build a spirit of community.
We want YOU to be a part of this unfolding story
by supporting our work through active membership in
Alexandra Neighbourhood House.
Your membership is not only a tangible sign of your
support for community engagement in White Rock/
South Surrey – it is also a sign of your support for the
neighbourhood house movement in Metro Vancouver.
We are part of a network of place-based agencies
striving to build safe, inclusive communities where
people have a sense of belonging, with the knowledge
that we can make a difference in our own lives, our
neighbourhoods, and our communities.
Your membership helps us to provide programs and
maintain our facilities. In return, you are eligible for
priority registration and/or reduced rates on some of
our programs and services; a subscription to our quarterly
newsletter and participation in our annual general
meeting – where you can have a voice in planning for
the future.

H O U S E

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Last Name)

(First Names)

Street: _________________________________________________________ City: _________________________PC: _________
Phone: (H)____________________ (W)_______________________ e-mail: ___________________________________________
Would you like to receive the newsletter by e-mail? ___ (Yes) ___ (No) Are you interested in volunteering? ____ (Yes) ____(No)
Date: _____________________________ Signature: ______________________________________________________________
I want to support Alex House! Please accept my donation of: $500 ___ $250 ___ $100 ___ $50 ___ $25 ___ Other ___
Please:

do not send me information about fundraising activities & appeals

do not publish my name in the Barnacle or on the website

Tax Receipts will be issued for donations of $25 or more

Your Alex House membership includes membership in ANHBC. There are many benefits to membership with ANHBC including
voting privileges at the Annual General Meeting and notice of events, news and other timely information.
Include me on the ANHBC mailing list. ____ (Yes) ____(No)
Association of Neighbourhood Houses of BC (ANHBC) is an umbrella organization of eight Neighbourhood Houses and two outdoor camps including Alexandra, Cedar
Cottage, Frog Hollow, Gordon, Kitsilano, Mount Pleasant, Sasamat Outdoor Centre and South Vancouver Neighbourhood Houses. At the forefront of community
development, ANHBC bridges community programs with individuals and families of all ages, abilities and nationalities in more than 20 neighbourhoods across the Lower
Mainland and BC. We provide innovative and inclusive programs that engage people to live healthy, full lives and create vibrant neighbourhoods.
PRIVACY STATEMENT
We collect personal information in order to maintain contact with you, to invite you to Alex House & ANH General Meetings and to provide you with information
about programs, services and events. We do not share your personal information with any external individual or group without your written permission.
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Spring Break

day camps

Creative Writing With Ruth

in a traditional camp setting by the beach

March 14-18, 21-24 2016

A new theme every day!
Before and After Camp Care Available

Spring Break camp is a fun preview of our

summer 2016 daycamp

Week 1: $200/week, Week 2: $160 (includes snacks)
Please bring lunch
Two or more kids? Need help with fees? Give us a call.

For more information contact: Doni Koskela

604-535-0015 ext 229, dkoskela@alexhouse.net

This is the perfect group for anyone
interested in learning more about creative
writing, or who wants to use creative
writing as a form of self-expression or
self-awareness. Essential writing practices
will be discussed as well as various writing
exercises. Feel free to share or not, everyone is welcome! Coffee provided.
5 sessions, $5/session
or 5 for $20
January 26 - February 23, 7-9pm
in the Longhouse Activity Room.
Registration required.
Contact the office for more info at
604-535-0015
email: info@alexhouse.net

Online registration will open in the new year at www.alexhouse.net.

"I'm not an expert, I just want to grow
my own writing experiences and help others
do the same. I love to feel how writing has
opened me up to life. I write because it
helps me understand myself better. "
Ruth is an experienced group leader and is
looking forward to facilitating a Creative Writing
Group at Alex House! She will be basing the
group on Pat Schneider's Approach: Trust in
the inherent talent in people and trust in the
power of writing as a process.
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COMMUNITY CORNER

Engaging with Our Community at Alex House…
Excitement is building for our big one hundredth anniversary celebration in 2016! A
planning team of nine volunteers and staff are hard at work laying the groundwork for the
commemoration. Plans include a kick-off reception for civic officials, donors, community
partners, and key volunteers; four community engagement conversations on a variety of topics; an historical
exhibition mounted in collaboration with the Surrey Museum; summer heritage walking tours through Crescent
Neil Fernyhough Beach; a photography competition held in collaboration with Crescent Beach Photography Club; a narrative
history project with the production of a book; a mentored, youth-driven theatrical production mounted in cooperation with
Beach House Theatre; the construction of a Centennial Patio as a legacy project; and a big homecoming party on the lawn
of our facility, targeted at past campers, volunteers, staff, and Crescent Beach residents.
It’s a full plate, and there will be opportunities for volunteers and donors to step forward and help manifest an amazing
array of offerings to our community. Find out how you can help by contact Neil at 604-535-0015 ext 236 or at
communityprograms@alexhouse.net.

Out-trips for Older Adults

Looking for an opportunity to get out, meet new friends
and enjoy all that the Lower Mainland has to offer? Our
monthly out-trips are a great opportunity. Hosted by our
friendly volunteer, Dianne, and drivers Al and Kent, the
popular trips are on the last Monday of each month between September and June. The cost is $5 + admission
fee. To register or for more information, please call 604535-0015, or email communityprograms@alexhouse.net.

Community Lunch is Back

Our popular, home-cooked hot lunches run the
second Wednesday of each month from noon to 1:30pm,
September through June. The lunch includes music,
games, and activities – and lots of friendly conversation
for the low cost of $8/members, and $10/non-members.
Join us Jan 13 to celebrate the New Year; Feb 10 to
celebrate Love; Mar 9 to celebrate Spring; Apr 13 for
Earth Day, May 11 to celebrate Motherhood and on
June 8. our last lunch of the season, we’ll celebrate
Crescent Beach. Call 604-535-0015 ext 221 to register.

Community Partners
Out in White Rock

Are you gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender? Then
this group might be for you! Hosted by our volunteer,
Karen, it’s a chance to meet new friends at a monthly
social and discussion group. Join us the 4th Thursday
of each month from 7-9pm in the Media Room above
the Dining Hall. Contact Karen at karenmccormick@
hotmail.com for more information.

Blue Moon Coffeehouse

A long-standing institution in Crescent Beach, the
Blue Moon Coffeehouse gathers the last Sunday/
month at 6pm in the Dining Hall to share a potluck
dinner, create music and have fun. Call Neil at 604535-0015 ext 236 for more information.

Lit Café!

On Monday, January 25 we welcome the return of
our popular Lit Café! The theme of this event is Thrills
& Chills: Readings of Mystery, Drama, Thrillers, and
Suspense. There will be five featured authors, a Q&A
and panel discussion, and an open mic. Refreshments
are available and admission is by donation. The event
begins at 7pm in the Longhouse Activity Room. Sign
up at our Facebook page – Lit Café @ Alex House, for
updates and author bios.
Ongoing events….
English Corner: Interested in improving your English
language skills in an intimate, friendly environment,
or know someone who is? English Corner meets
Wednesdays from 1-2:30pm. Contact us at 604-5350015 for more information.
Walking Groups: Now five days a week! Gillian leads
groups on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; and Mary
leads groups on Tuesday and Thursday. All walking
groups meet at our office at 9:30am.
Jujitsu: Thursdays from 6-8pm.

Crescent Beach Photography Club

Do you like taking photographs? Are you interested
in improving your skills and technique? The Crescent
Beach Photography Club meets Wednesdays from
7:30 to 10pm in Alex Hall. For more information contact
Derek at derek@derekhayes.ca
Are you interested in starting a group? Teaching a
class? Offering a workshop? Or are you looking for
ideas about what you might contribute? Contact Alex
House’s Community Programs Manager, Neil, at
604-535-0015 ext 236 or email communityprograms@
alexhouse.net.
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Alexandra Community Gardens
Yes, we know it’s cold out! The days are short and the rain
can seem interminable. But it’s a good time to think about
gardening! We are accepting registrations now for Alexandra
Community Garden located in our park, across Sullivan Street
from Camp Alexandra. Enjoy growing your own organic
food, become part of an active, cohesive community of
gardeners and learn from the instruction of our volunteer
Master Gardeners. Drop by or call our office for more
information or to apply for a garden plot.

Patti Chabot and Kathy Starke have joined Alexandra Community
Garden as our master gardeners for the 2016 season. Patti and
Kathy bring a wealth of education, experience and passion to
this volunteer endeavour. Their role will be to inform and
educate gardeners about safe, organic practices to improve
garden health and crop yield.

And, speaking of gardens, our long-anticipated Crescent
Park Community Garden, located at the corner of 128th and
25th Ave is set to launch in April. We are looking for volunteers
interested in helping to build the garden and donors who can
help us install some of the amenities – a gravel footpath
around the perimeter of the one acre site, native trees and
shrubs, benches, and beehives and birdhouses to attract
pollinators. Volunteers and donors will be prioritized to
receive a plot (if they want one). For more information
contact Neil at communityprograms@alexhouse.net.

Volunteers from BCAA spent a full day last summer weeding,
planting and creating garden areas all around the grounds.
Community volunteers watered, weeded and maintained the
gardens all summer. Would you like to join our Garden Care Crew
this summer to help with watering our flower barrels, boxes and
gardens? We need about fifteen people, which means one or two
sessions a month during the growing season. Contact Neil at
604-535-0015 ext 236 or communityprograms@alexhouse.net for
more information or to sign up.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
It’s all about having fun together, discovering
together, learning together, sharing together,
laughing together, and making friends together.

Mother Goose

The Parent Child Mother Goose program
is a group experience for parents and their
young children that focuses on the pleasure
and power of using rhymes, songs and
stories together, nurturing the bond that is
growing between parent and child. Our next session
will run Wednesdays, Jan 20 to Feb 24 10 to 11am.
Cost is $40. Please register on-line at www.alexhouse.
net. Questions? Call 604-535-0015 ext 229 or e-mail
dkoskela@alexhouse.net.

Explore With Me

This interactive program for parents and children
15 months to five years introduces the Reggio Emilia
approach to learning through weekly themes. The next
session runs April 4 to May 9. Please register on-line at
www.alexhouse.net. For more information call 604-5350015 ext 229 or dkoskela@alexhouse.net.

SS/WR Early Years Centre

Connect with us!
The South Surrey/White Rock Early Years Centre is a
resource and information hub created to support families
with children from birth to six years. The formative years
are the most critical to your child’s development and we
know that families require many different kinds of support
to raise healthy, resilient children. At SS|WR Early Years
Centre we connect your family with local resources and
work with many organizations to build a strong community
on the peninsula for families.
Some of the services that we offer include:
• Parent education programs
• Referrals and access to health services such as
immunizations, health and developmental screenings
• Child care programs and information
• Referrals to social supports
• Family drop-in programs and information
• Free resource package
Please connect with us to find the information you
may be seeking! The coordinator can be reached at
604-535-2720 or email tsullivan@alexhouse.net.
Stay up to date with SS | WR Early Years Centre
activities and events through social media:
Facebook: South Surrey & White Rock Early Years Centre
Twitter: EYCC_Coord.

L’Atelier!
“What a mess!” Is probably the first
thought in most minds or maybe...”oh
that looks like fun!” Who is going to clean
that up!? Too often we find ourselves
doing what is easy. Too often we stop
children from exploring and discovering
things that may lead to a “big mess.” Too
often we walk into an environment that looks “messy”
and automatically assume that it was a “crazy day.”
Children continue to teach me so many lessons and one
of them is - let them explore!
We, as adults, usually dictate to children what they
must do and how they will do it. Rarely do we let them
just explore, or do it the way they want to do it. Yes,
there are limits and boundaries, but here’s an example
of where we can just for once let things go.
Art. Art is a way of expressing oneself whether you
are an adult or a child. Many times we put materials on
the table and say “today we are going to make ducks”
and the child, because they are so curious ask “why?”
And we may say “because it’s fun.” (hmmm??) We
proceed and take out eyes and tell the child “here are
the eyes and they go on the front of the face” and the
child may ask “why?” and we may say “well, because
that is where the ducks eyes go!” And they go on and
do as we say. We continue with the other parts of the
duck and when it is finished we may say “oh wow what
a beautiful duck.” And that is the end of the art project
for the day.
I wonder if we were to look at something like ”art”
another way? What if we put out cloth, yarn, sparkles,
sticks, coloured paper and just see what the children
do. If they created a duck that looked like two boxes
stuck together with tape and sparkles all over it with
nothing that looked like eyes or a nose or feet-what
would be our reaction?
Too soon we are expected to do things a certain way.
Why can’t we just let children be children? Why can’t
we let them think that people come out at night to fill
the rain clouds with water? They will after all, eventually
discover how the world works, but for now, let’s find out
from them how they think the world works. Aren’t you
curious?
It’s a crisp morning here at Alexandra Neighbourhood
House and we have set out for the children, paint and
paper … let the exploration begin!
		
Zahra Jaffer, Curriculum Developer
		
Alexandra Children’s Centre
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PARENT EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Parent Workshop Series begins February 2016...
Our Positively Parenting Workshop Series for Parents
and caregivers of children ages 7-18 is starting again in
South Surrey/ White Rock and Cloverdale. The series is
designed so you can attend one or all, depending on your
interest and schedule. For more information or to register
call 604-538-5060 ext 24 or go to www.alexhouse.net
Locations:
South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre: 14601 20 Avenue
Cloverdale Recreation Centre: 6188 176th Street
Time: 6 - 8pm
Session 1: What's Love Got to Do With It?
February 9 at the South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre
February 10 at the Cloverdale Recreation Centre
A relational-based approach to parenting and exploring
temperament.
Session 2: Why are you acting this way?
March 8 at the South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre
March 9 at the Cloverdale Recreation Centre
Understanding challenging behaviours.
Session 3: Listen to ME!
April 5 at the South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre
April 6 at the Cloverdale Recreation Centre
Learning to listen, understand and communicate more
effectively with your child.
Session 4: We have a Problem
May 10 at the South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre
May 11 at the Cloverdale Recreation Centre
Building collaborative problem solving skills with children.
" It is exciting to see that I am already doing lots and there
are little things I can add because I have added insight. I
leave not feeling guilty but encouraged.”
			
A parent workshop participant

L’Atelier
“... just for once, let
things go!”

YOUTH PROGRAMS

The Reconnect Youth
program includes oneto-one support, outreach,
parent-teen mediation and
lots of information for youth
about programs and
services in the community,
as well as activities such
as movie nights, BBQ’s
and more. Program delivery is part of an integrated
community response involving provincial ministries,
schools and the community. This program provides direct
service to more than 600 youth and many of their

Vine Youth Clinic

Alexandra Neighbourhood
House’s Youth & Family Centre
at 15455 Vine Ave in White
Rock is home to the Vine Youth Wellness Clinic for
youth ages 12-21.
In collaboration with the Ministry of Children and
Family Development and Fraser Health, the clinic
provides integrated health and wellness services.
Youth can meet with a physician or nurse around
general health issues, and youth workers are also
available.
Drop-in during clinic times, or make an appointment
online. Clinic hours are 3:30-6:30pm Mondays (except
stat holidays - open Wednesday of that week instead).
Call 604-542-3926 for more information or go to
www.vineyouthclinic.com.

Supporting Refugees

Local settlement organizations
are actively looking for ways to
support Syrian and other
refugees who will soon be living
in our community. The primary goal at this time is to
secure permanent housing. Arabic speakers are also
needed and as needs become clear, we will reach
out with additional ways you can support.
For more information or to offer your skills or a
donation, follow the links below to connect with
local settlement organizations best positioned to
utilize the resources.
Immigrant Services Society of BC: www.issbc.org
Options Community Services www.options.bc.ca
DiverseCity www.dcrs.ca
Please check our Facebook page for updates.
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YOUTH SPACE AT SUNNYSIDE HALL!
The South Surrey/White Rock Youth Collective
has been endlessly busy since our last Barnacle
update. First, we have wonderful news to share
with you: The City of Surrey is giving us the
opportunity to program youth activities at Sunnyside
Hall as a pilot project.
Our plan is to transform this space into an
accessible, safe, sober, inclusive and fun hub
for youth in this area aged 13-21. Youth will be
able to obtain job skills, find volunteer opportunities, bring friends and socialize, or just get out of
the house with somewhere to go. We’ll provide
workshops for youth to learn new skills like first
aid, screen-printing, DJing, photography, art
classes and more. We’ll also be able to host a
ton of events, such as dances, art shows, movie
nights, open mic nights - you name it! It’s an
amazing feeling to finally have a space in South
Surrey/White Rock that the Youth Collective can
turn into a place that youth can call their own.
Without everyone’s support, there’s no way we
would have made it this far. Your contribution, be
it spreading word of the project, attending our
events or meetings, even just liking our Facebook
page— every little bit has helped us get to where
we are today. In just a couple months, the youth
will be able to plan and organize their own activities,
for youth, led by youth! I think this calls for confetti,
balloons, and celebratory cake. Lots of it!
Summer was a blast for us Youth Collective
members. Our focus for July and August was
events for youth (and community), organized and
run by youth. We successfully hosted a tie-dye
hangout at Bakerview, and a superhero-themed
movie night, a board game and puzzle PJ party,
and an all-ages Art Jam at Camp Alexandra.
Boring tank tops were made colourful and
fictional galaxies were saved. Intense games of
Pictionary were won, and cheers were had for
local youth performers. This is all just part of an
average summer with the Youth Collective!
Our small group of 11 youth leaders started off
quiet and awkward, as many groups of teenagers do, but it only took a week for us to bring
pep and enthusiasm to every planning meeting.
After many hours spent working together (349 of
them!) bringing our unique skills, interests, and
talents to the group, it felt inspirational seeing
what we had put together!
The turnout was better than we hoped for – we
had over 134 youth and community members join
us at events - and it was so encouraging to meet
with positive feedback from the community. If
you weren’t able to attend our events, don’t fret.

That’s exactly what the Youth Space is for, so you can
stay tuned for news on our upcoming fun-filled hangouts
at Sunnyside Hall.

We’d like to give a huge thank you to VYPER, the White
Rock ELKS, the Vancouver Foundation Youth Philanthropy
Grant, and Peach Arch Hospital and Community Health
Foundation, without whom none of these community events
could have occurred and none of these brilliant friendships
could have been made! The space is going to be wonderful,
all thanks to your faith in the Youth Collective’s work.
Want to lend a hand in our future endeavours? Have
any ideas, suggestions, feedback of any kind? We’d love
to hear from you! Come join the Collective at any of our
upcoming meetings, or shoot us an email at
whiterockyouthcollective@gmail.com. We’re also available
at our Facebook page. Just search for ‘The South Surrey/
White Rock Youth Collective’! :)
					
Kiko Kung
The SS/WR Youth Collective Space Project has just
received a $7,300 Peace Arch Hospital Foundation “Because
People Matter” Grant to help with the project expenses!
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Supporting LGBTQ Youth in our Community
It can be hard to negotiate the
choppy waters of life as a teenager
in our increasingly complex society.
And it’s especially difficult for young
people who identify as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, or transgender. The
situation is further complicated by
a dearth of resources and services
available to queer and questioning 		
youth living south of the Fraser.
In cooperation with several Metro Vancouver agencies and
resource providers, representatives of local university and
college LGBTQ groups and the school districts of Surrey, Langley,
and Delta, we are working to address that. A conference for queer
youth is in the initial stages of planning, with a view to finalizing a
date for May 2016.
The purpose of the conference is to connect LGBT youth with
existing support services and resources, provide information, and
empower them to create change and advocate for resources and
services in their own neighbourhoods, schools, and communities.
And, of course, to have fun and make new friends!
We want to hear from queer youth (between the ages of 13-18),
and youth allies who are interested in helping to plan this conference.
Our intention is to turn over planning of the conference – what will
happen, when, and where – to youth themselves – with adult
service providers acting as supports and resources to help
manifest the vision. Contact our volunteer organizer, Anne-Marie,
at alexhousevolunteers@alexhouse.net, for more information.

Program Refunds & Cancellatons
Programs and events are subject
to change or cancellation on
short notice. If we cancel, full
refunds
will be issued. If you cancel 14 days prior
to the program start date, a full refund
will be issued. (Admin fees may apply). If
you cancel less than 14 days prior to the
program start date, a full refund will be
issued only if another person registers in
your place. If you cancel after the program
start date, no refund will be issued.
Anyone who is unable to attend a
program because we have had to change
either the date or time will be given a full
refund.
Sometimes Great Programs are Cancelled…
Don’t wait ‘til the last minute to register!
Most programs and services require a minimum
enrolment, and program decisions are always
made in advance of the program start date
to allow for adequate staffing and food
purchases. So remember – if you snooze,
you lose!
You can register for programs and
purchase memberships in person at the office, or by phone at 604-535-0015, or on our
website at www.alexhouse.net. We accept
cash, cheque, direct debit, Visa and
Mastercard.

alexandra neighbourhood house

Children’s Centre
Infant/Toddler, 3-5 Year Old
and School Aged Care

Limited part time and full times spaces available now
Act soon!
Stefani Chandler

604-592-2607
www.alexhouse.

alexandra

N E I G H B O U R H O O D HOUSE
H O U S E
NEIGHBOURHOOD
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Letter from the E.D.
Alexandra Neighbourhood House is
turning 100 years old next year, 2016.
I find this absolutely remarkable. In
a time when things are created to be
consumed, and discarded, our
organization has lived a generation
beyond our partners in community, and we continue
to grow and contribute.
When we share our work we talk about growing
and changing with community, and the opportunity
to celebrate our Centenary is about the strongest
indicator we have of this fact. Communities ebb and
flow, they change as people age, and move in and
move out of community. This is neither good nor
bad, but rather it is the natural course of change.
Neighbourhoood Houses are places to grow, to
share, to contribute, and to strengthen.
At the heart of our work are those without voices,
individuals and groups who might be challenged
to be heard or to be seen. We are a safe place for
differences. We embrace diversity. We work towards
inclusion.

Next year will be filled with opportunities to share
your stories, our stories, to engage in conversation,
and to celebrate with us as we head into our next
100 years of service. We hope that you will work
with us to create our vision of a vibrant, inclusive,
and caring society.
The Buy a Brick, Build a Legacy Campaign will
help us create a lasting memory of our Centenary,
while supporting our day to day work. Consider a
donation to Alexandra Neighbourhood House in
recognition of our shared history. If your business is
interested in sponsoring or supporting our upcoming
renovations please contact us for a copy of our
sponsorship package. Join us in celebrating – donate, volunteer, participate!
Enjoy the season, with your family and friends.
				
Penny Bradley

Centennial Brick Project

Buy a Brick, Build a Legacy
Help us provide a space where people can gather,
grow and build a spirit of community!
In 1916 children from the Alexandra Orphanage in
Vancouver arrived at Crescent Beach to camp out in
tents on the site that is now known as Camp Alexandra.
Since then, our organization has grown to take its place
at the heart of community life. People of all ages have
come together to share, explore, celebrate, and learn.
2016 will be a year full of activities and celebrations as
Alexandra Neighbourhood House reflects on its past and
anticipates its future.
To do this in an energetic, inclusive way - while
continuing to provide the valuable programs and services
that are so important to so many - we are seeking YOUR
support for our centennial activities, capital and community
program activities and long-term sustainability initiatives.
Your legacy contributes to our legacy as we create a
Centennial Plaza at our Camp Alexandra site.
One hundred bricks is all it takes! With a minimum
$100 donation, your name or that of a loved one will be
inscribed on a brick which will become part of Centennial
Plaza. Your donation covers the cost of the brick and up to
2 lines of engraving (font size adjusted to accommodate number
of characters). Any difference in cost will be allocated to
Centennial Plaza construction, and/or to Centennial
activities including landscaping between our Stage
House and Longhouse buildings, a revitalized centennial
flagpole and a time capsule. If we exceed this goal, it will
allow us to support other capital and program needs!

If you would like more information on our Centennial
celebration, event sponsorship or other fund-raising
opportunites please call 604-535-0015, or email
pbradley@alexhouse.net and we will be more than
pleased to share our story and help find the perfect
way for you, your family or your business to support the
100th anniversary of Alexandra Neighbourhood House.
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100 Years Celebrating the Spirit of Community
1916-2016

Alexandra Neighbourhood House turns one hundred years old in
2016! And over those many years, adults, children, seniors and
families have camped, played, learned, volunteered, shared, explored
and grown through a wide variety of programs and events offered at
Camp Alexandra or other venues in our neighbourhood.
There are many ways to be involved in this year of celebration. We’re
looking for everyone who has had connections with Camp Alex to
share their stories and come to our homecoming party, and we’re
inviting our extended community to come out and participate in the
programs and events that will be unfolding throughout the year.
We need YOU to share YOUR STORIES with us so we can create a
vibrant, living record of how Alexandra Neighborhood House has
supported lives, families and the community since 1916.
So many people have a special connection to the camp, from the
orphans who came in the very early days, to the camp counsellors
who have worked every summer for the last 100 years, to the many
thousands of people who have benefited from their participation in
neighbourhood house programs and events, to the community that
gives the camp its heart and soul. You all have a memory or a story
to share.
Please celebrate with us - we’d love to hear from you! If you’re
interested in becoming a volunteer interviewer contact the ‘Your
Stories Tell Our Stories’ project at alexhousestories@gmail.com.
We’re also looking for volunteers who can help us plan events, do
some historical research, recruit sponsors, donors, and volunteers, and
take part in developing and manifesting the projects and programs
we envision.
If you would like more information, would like to pitch in or would
be prepared to participate in a short survey or interview about what
Alexandra Neighborhood House means to you contact Neil
Fernyhough at 604-535-0015 ext 236 or email
communityprograms@alexhouse.net.

REMEMBERING THE PAST, IMAGINING THE FUTURE

FIRST COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
MARCH 16, 2016

Please join us for our first Centennial Community
Conversation to talk about welcoming, including, and integrating
newcomer Canadians. A panel of experts will be on hand to
provide historical context, look at where we are now,
and brainstorm with the audience about how we would like
to partner with newcomers to this country to create a healthy
future.
The conversation will take place Wednesday, March 16, 7 to
8:30 pm, location to be determined. For more information
contact Neil at communityprograms@alexhouse.net.
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Volunteers

What Would We Do Without You?
Volunteers are one of the most important components of
any non-profit organization, and Alex House is no exception!
Much of the work that we do would not be possible without
our volunteers, who collectively contribute thousands of hours
every year, making it possible for us to put on community
events, run programs and put a smile on peoples’ faces.
For one hundred years, Alexandra Neighbourhood House
has had a mission to help empower people to build and nurture
our community, and one another. And since our inception, one
fact has always remained true – we could not fulfill our mission
were it not for the hard work and dedication of our volunteers.
We are grateful for your decision to be one of those making a
difference for your neighbours!
A volunteer dedicates time and skills to help an organization
achieve its goals. Volunteering is about offering your gifts, learning
new skills, forming new friendships, and discovering the amazing
things going on in your community. At Alex House, staff and
volunteers partner to implement our mission and programs.
Recently, we’ve had amazing groups of corporate
volunteers come in for specific projects. They helped paint
the offices in Dorm C, cleaned up our Craft Room, painted
inside the Children’s House and built the children a music wall.
They rebuilt the back stairs of the Dining Hall, the front porch
and steps of Alexandra Hall, the ramp and steps on Cabin 1
and the side entrance step/porch of the Stage House.
They have repainted the Dining Hall kitchen and the interior
of Alexandra Hall and prepped the Alex Hall kitchen and bathrooms for renovation. They have even deep-cleaned our large
washrooms.
If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact Neil
Fernyhough, Manager of Community Programs at 604-5350015 ext 236 or communityprograms@alexhouse.net. Neil
will arrange to meet with you for an interview to discuss your
interests, skills, and availability; and to give you a brief tour
around the facility. You can fill out a volunteer registration
package online; or pick one up when you come for an interview.

Chris’s Comedy Corner
The delivery truck for Penguin Meats was seen along Johnston Rd
recently. There they go; driving a steak through the heart of White
Rock!
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BEECHER PLACE

Did you know Crescent Beach is home to a very
unique rental facility that boasts panoramic views of the
ocean?
It is a perfect space for special events, weddings,
receptions, seminars or meetings.
Beecher Place provides an inspiring space for more
intimate gatherings…more recently a stunning Winter
wedding.
Who ever thought this cute little hall in Crescent
Beach could look like something out of a wedding
magazine?

Sheryl & Mark chose Beecher Place for their special wedding day venue
and the way they transformed the space is awe-inspiring and sublime!

RETREATS

Look no further, Camp A has exactly what you need.
Charming retreat facility, perfect for family
reunions, school groups, churches, non profit
organizations and more! Located just 1/2 block
from the ocean with a mix of heritage and
modern buildings, you are sure to leave satisfied
and wanting to visit again soon. Spaces are still
available for spring and summer retreats!

Contact the Sales Coordinator at 604-535-0015 ext 231 to find out how you can get a 10% discount on overnight accommodations until June 30, 2015.
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... improving the quality of neighbourhood life in a creative, caring way
Alexandra Neighbourhood House
2916 McBride Ave
South Surrey, BC V4A 3G2
Phone: 604-535-0015 Fax: 604-535-2720
info@alexhouse.net

ALEXANDRA NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE STAFF
Camp Alexandra: 604-535-0015
Executive Director: Penny Bradley
Director, Youth & Family Programs: Rhea Hubbard
Director, Core Operations: Rita Frederiksen
Property Manager: Mark Klassen
Manager, Community Programs: Neil Fernyhough
Alexandra Retreat & Events Centre Coordinator: Vanessa Neil
Vine Avenue Youth & Family Services: 604-538-5060
Team Leader: Maxine Larmour

ALEX HOUSE
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

• David Hughes • Derek Lacroix
• Annika Lofstrand • Grace Zhu
• Robert Doolan
• Lois Peterson • Laurel Tien

Alexandra Neighbourhood House
Board meetings are open to all
Alex House members. Please call
604-535-0015 ext 227 for the next
scheduled meeting.

THE BARNACLE
Advertising Rates
Business Card Size
One month $25
Three months $60.

Alexandra Neighbourhood House shares information about
upcoming activities through e-newsletters sent to members and
community partners. We hope that you continue to see value in our
communications with you. We provide these communications under the
‘Implied Consent’ provisions of anti-spam legislation. If at any time you do
not want to receive communications from us, you may unsubscribe by
contacting info@alexhouse.net. We do not distribute e-mails to third
parties, and will continue to respect your privacy. Thank you for your
continued interest in our shared community!

jan

13

jan

20

jan

25

New year’s
Community Lunch

Mother Goose begins

Lit Cafe: Mystery
and suspense

jan 26

Alexandra Children’s Centre : 604-592-2607
Manager, Childcare Programs: Stefani Chandler
Website, Newsletter Production: Donni Klassen

UPCOMING

Alexandra Neighbourhood House
Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9am - 4:30pm

Caretaker Emergency
604-790-4051

Creative Writing
course begins

feb 9

Parent Ed: What’s
love got to do with it?

mar 14

Spring Break Day
Camps begin

mar

Are YOU new to the
neighbourhood?
Have you met a newcomer?

16

Community
Conversations begin

apr 4
Our representatives bring free gifts and greetings, along
with helpful information, maps and resources about
your community, with no obligation. Book a visit at
www.welcomewagon.ca. In South Surrey/White Rock
call JoAnn at 604- 538-3740.

The Barnacle : Copy Editing and Distribution: Chris Magnus

604-535-0015 www.alexhouse.net

Explore With Me
begins

MISSION STATEMENT

Alexandra Neighbourhood House provides
opportunities for people to gather, grow and
build a spirit of community
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