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There are no all-ages, safe, sober spaces to
meet other LGBTQ2S youth and express your
identity, so it’s easy to feel like the only queer
youth in your entire community. Because queer
youth have no opportunities to build positive
friendships with others like them, mental health
issues are prevalent.
That’s what Kiko was facing in high school moving to a completely new community, feeling
isolated and struggling with mental illness, all at
16 years old. For Kiko and others just coming to
terms with their identity, it became harder to relate
to their straight, cis friends and harder to express
themselves. At the same time, they were seeking the
volunteer hours required to graduate, and joined
the South Surrey/White Rock Youth Collective.
Queer Prom

The Collective is a diverse group of youth, aged
13-24, working together to create a safe, sober,
inclusive space for youth to connect, create, and
innovate. Through the Collective, they met other
youth who were passionate about providing a
safe space for all youth and raising awareness of
LGBTQ2S issues.
A volunteer for 3 years, and now a staff and
community board rep for the Youth Collective at
Alex House, Kiko has developed and run
LGBTQ2S drop-ins and events including a Queer
Prom attended by youth from all over the Fraser
Valley. Not only do they have a supportive network
of queer friends, they are now in college and still
inspired to continue working in community so
other LGBTQ2S youth have the same opportunities
to connect with each other.

2916 McBride Ave • Crescent Beach • BC V4A 3G2
604-535-0015

www.alexhouse.net

We acknowledge the financial support of the
Province of British Columbia.

alexandra

Penny Bradley, Haley’s White Rock Dodge, Doug
Hudson, Charles King, Chris Magnus, Don Mark

A Social Isolation Story: LGBTQ2S

N E I G H B O U R H O O D HOUSE
H O U S E
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Gems-$2,500+ Virginia Gillespie, M.D. Scaffolding
Patrons- $1,000+ Bent Christiansen
Friends & Supporters-$250+ Cynthia Bayko,

annual report

Thank You to our 2016/17 Donors and Funders
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... gather, grow, and build a spirit of community

2016 -17 Annual Report
2016 - 2017 marked 100 years for Alexandra Neighbourhood House, a rare
occurrence for west coast social service organizations!
Over 100 years ago the Settlement Movement gave rise to the modern approach
to social work. Supporting the most vulnerable in community was a means to
strengthen the social fabric for everyone.
From Toynbee Hall in London to Hull House in Chicago to Alexandra Neighbourhood
House in Vancouver, and now Surrey, the strength and importance of neighbourhoods
and the people who shape them, has echoed through our hallways.
‘It is not a case of one set of people giving something that another set
receives; it is a pooling by all of us of the best we know how to share. It is a
living and sharing of life.’
Anonymous

We do more than talk about the importance of
neighbourhoods; we strive to support neighbours to
inspire, inform, and guide their community. Alexandra
Neighbourhood House is a little like the ‘Little Engine
That Could’, placing one foot in front of the other as we
Neighbourhood Fun Nights support innovation in our neighbourhood. You won’t
find us front and centre at awards ceremonies, or touting our philosophy in front of
adoring crowds. But you will find us standing behind the individuals that are inspired
to make change in their neighbourhood, always balancing the need to support our
infrastructure with our desire to support innovative approaches to community building.
Community Gardens
Our two community gardens are an example of
individuals coming together to shape their community.
These aren’t heavily funded projects; we have either
provided space directly or worked to generate support
from other like-minded organizations like Kiwanis,
allowing individuals to fulfill their vision for community. Crescent Park
Community Gardens
The gardens are in the hands of the gardeners, to build
community and in many cases to make change and to
contribute to the creation of a healthier world.
Arts Programs
Over the years we have dabbled in arts activities, providing rehearsal space each
summer for Beach House Theatre, hosting Coffee House, Alex Fest, Alexandra
Camp Theatre, Lit Cafe, an intergenerational play developed by participants and
supported by Ellie King, and more recently the Arts Hub project, where we are striving
to see how we can integrate arts into our day to day work, providing low cost space
for artists to create and perform.
Youth Space
This undertaking is an inspiring example of how to lead from behind. Over the
past several years youth have expressed a need for a dedicated space; their vision

is “an accepting, safe and sober space for
youth to have fun, escape their worries and
express themselves in a positive way.” Youth
Space is now a reality thanks to space contributed by the City of Surrey and a significant
grant from the Peace Arch Hospital Foundation
to support the coordination of the space. The Youth Collective member,
setting up recording studio
youth are providing the direction, and are
supported by the Alex NH team to fund-raise
and create programs that meet the growing needs of youth. Examples
include the Kitchen Table Project, LGTBQ+ Etre group and Prom, Youth in
the Booth Music Production, creative clubs such as drama, journaling, artist meet up, Lit Circle, etc.
These are just three examples of how Alex NH empowers the community
to support their interests and needs!
We are grateful to all our donors, sponsors, and funders for their support
of our work in the local community. We are especially thankful for our
dedicated volunteers, our Community Board Members and the staff team
for their tireless commitment to the vision of ‘a vibrant, inclusive, and
caring society’.
Respectfully,
Robert Doolan, Community Board Chair
Penny Bradley, Executive Director
Youth Collective project

Crescent Park Community
Garden volunteers

Artists for a Change Forum
We acknowledge that we live, work, and play on the unceded, occupied, ancestral and
traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples; locally the Semiahmoo First Nation.

