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Alexandra Fresh Air Camp

““

“The haves and the have-nots living
side by side, summer after summer.”

We are so grateful to those who walked the path
before us, many of whom are still among us,
continuing to walk that path.
Our Centenary is a time to reflect and honour our
community, a foundation of roots that are deep and
broad in reach, anchoring us as we move forward
and continue to grow.
Join us as we celebrate our legacy and this
wonderful community we call home!
			
Penny Bradley,
			
Executive Director

Summer campers 2013

Celebrating our Centennial

100
19

years

16 t 20 1
o

6

Imagine a time when the Crescent Beach landscape was
marked by visiting steam engines. A time when Crescent
Beach had it’s own pier and hotel.
In 1916 Crescent Beach was promoted as a resort town, a
beacon for affluent New Westminster and Vancouver families
who came to play and to relax.
Yet at its heart was Alexandra Fresh Air Camp, a place
where inner city children could experience the outdoors, and
have respite from their day to day lives.
The history of the
camp
as
City
of is
Surrey
City of Surrey Archives
challenging as it is
long. The haves and
the have-nots living
side by side,
summer after
summer. However,
there was no
interaction between
these diverse groups. This was in direct contrast to the
intentions of the settlement movement, which was deepening
in Vancouver. The opportunity to learn and grow together
was a missing component of the camp’s work until the early
1970’s when local residents saw an opportunity in the old
buildings which lay vacant during the winter, to connect
neighbours, and bring the camp to life year-round.
This was the moment of change.
This was the moment when a few locals made an appeal
to the Association of Neighbourhood Houses to run community
driven programs throughout the year. Although the camp
came alive as the seasons thawed, it was an empty,
vacuous place the rest of the year. While these local residents
had vision, they also had a need. They were looking for a
place to ‘gather, grow, and build a spirit of community’. They
found this at Camp Alexandra.
At the time I doubt any of them were fully aware of the
connections to the settlement movement, or to what we now
call the Neighbourhood House movement, but the
manifestation of their vision exemplifies the work of
Neighbourhood Houses. I cannot think of a better example
of how a Neighbourhood House evolves.
The heart of a neighbourhood house is the people, the
one’s who are inspired to participate and to lead.
Through its many incarnations over 100 years, Alexandra
Fresh Air Camp has grown with the community. It has grown
into Alexandra Neighbourhood House.
While our heart is in Crescent Beach, our work extends
throughout Surrey, White Rock and beyond through our
Alexandra Retreat & Events Centre.
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“The heart of a neighbourhood house is the
people, the one’s who are inspired
to participate and to lead. “

Crescent Beach in the 1950’s

South Surrey/White Rock Youth Collective
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The Surrey Historical Society is an organization pledged to promote
and preserve historic items and knowledge of the history of the City of
Surrey.
In 1983 the society was instrumental in an initiative to name
previously unnamed pathways and lanes in Crescent Beach after
pioneer residents who had resided in the area. We know them now as
Taylor lane Wickham Lane Asbeck Lane, Annandale Lane Adams Path
and Blackie Path.
In 2001, the McMillan Story Board, a joint project undertaken by the
Society and the Surrey Heritage Advisory Committee, was unveiled at
Sullivan Point in Crescent Beach. The board commemorates the
Hudson’s Bay Company sponsored expedition of James McMillan
across Semiahmoo Bay and up the Nicomekl River to locate a site for
the establishment of a fur trading post near the mouth of the Fraser
River.
For more information on the Surrey Historical Society go to www.
surrreyhistory.ca/surreyhistsoc.html.
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Remembering the Past, Imagining the Future

Also born that year was a camp for orphans and
destitute children, established on four parcels of
land at Crescent Beach, owned by the Agar family.
The Alexandra Fresh-Air Camp was a project of the
Alexandra Orphanage, located at Pine and West 7th
in Vancouver, and was made possible by a major
fundraising campaign.
Over the years, our mission broadened. Disadvantaged
mothers were taught to make simple, low-cost
meals; donated clothing and toys were provided, and
services to older adults began. By the late 1930s,
Camp Alexandra and its parent organization had
become part of the neighbourhood house movement.

“In the warm sun at Crescent Beach and within a few
hundred yards of the shimmering ocean, these mothers
and their children who have been subjected to harshness
and poverty all winter, will be revived.. a complete rest will
be theirs, on the sands of the beach and among the wavy
grasses of the camp estate, and they will return to the
city re-invigorated.”

The model derives from the settlement house movement of the nineteenth century, using a place-based,

community-driven, organic approach to developing
and delivering programs and events. The model prioritizes
the unique and diverse character of the communities
served, with special attention to including those who
may be marginalized and/or feel silenced.
Our anniversary will be an opportunity to showcase
what we do best – community engagement – in the
context of celebrating our heritage and visioning for
the future. We will be hosting community conversations
covering a range of topics – diversity, inclusion, children,
and the environment. Each will examine the topic in
the context of the past, where we are now, and what
we want to build for future generations.
But our centennial is also a time to look back and
recollect. In cooperation with the City of Surrey
Archives and
Surrey Museum, we
will be mounting both
a physical and online
exhibition of historical
artefacts focusing on
the history of
con’t P. 5
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In 1916, Canada and other nations were convulsed
by the brutalities of the Great War. Meanwhile, in the
United States, Emma Goldman was arrested for lecturing
on birth control. In Mexico, Pancho Villa was leading
a revolution. The light switch was invented in April;
and, conveniently enough, Daylight Saving Time
was invented the following month. Henry James,
Jack London, and Lord Kitchener all died that year;
and Jackie Gleason, Olivia de Havilland, and Walter
Cronkite were born.
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Remembering the Past, Imagining the Future
con’t from P. 4

Alexandra Neighbourhood House and Crescent Beach.
In addition, we are creating a narrative history project,
‘Your Stories Tell Our Story’, in which we invite those
with an historical connection to Camp Alexandra –
campers, staff, volunteers, neighbours (and their
descendants) to share their reminiscences.

“Almost without exception, every camper benefited from a
change of environment, rest, nourishing food and the more
intangible things camp had to offer."

. . “the days pass quickly by with swimming and hikes and
treasure hunts and picnics and sports days and baseball
games and all the things which . . build up health as well as
ideals of sportsmanship and true friendship. “

		
		

Neil Fernyhough
Manager, Community Programs
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From its inception, Alex House has relied on our
volunteers to create and deliver a broad and diverse
array of programs and activities to our equally broad
and diverse community. Our centennial year will be an
occasion to acclaim our volunteers, and will itself
provide many volunteer opportunities for those looking
to give back to the community.

Most importantly, Alex House’s one
hundredth birthday is a time to celebrate and
strengthen our connections with community. In
cooperation with local groups, we will be mounting
a variety of artistic and cultural events and
activities, culminating in a big homecoming party in
September. This event will feature performances,
historical re-enactment, food and games.
There are many ways to be involved in this year
of celebration. We’re looking for those who have
had connections with Camp Alex to share their
stories and come to our homecoming party. We’re
also looking for volunteers who can help plan our
activities, and make them happen. Finally, we’re
looking for the community to come out and
participate in the programs and events which
we’re developing.
Interested? Would you like to find out more? Do
you have a story to share? Contact our centennial
programmer, Neil Fernyhough, at 604-535-0015
ext 236 or communityprograms@alexhouse.net.
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Centennial Activities and Events
Celebrating a Spirit of Community 1916-2016
MARCH 2016
CENTENNIAL KICK-OFF
An opportunity to foreshadow themes
and activities for the coming year.
INVITATION ONLY
MARCH 16, 2016
REMEMBERING THE PAST,
IMAGINING THE FUTURE
Community Conversation:
Focus on welcoming newcomers and
integrating diversity.
MAY 28, 2016
ALEXANDRA FESTIVAL
Expanded event will include the oral history
project, a “memory wall”, a cake cutting,
a community birthday party for 3,000.
JUNE 15, 2016
REMEMBERING THE PAST,
IMAGINING THE FUTURE
Community Conversation:
Focus on children and youth as competent,
and active contributors to community.

SEPTEMBER 28 2016
REMEMBERING THE PAST,
IMAGINING THE FUTURE
Community Conversation:
Focus on environmental sustainability
and the emerging eco-economy.
OCTOBER 26 2016
REMEMBERING THE PAST,
IMAGINING THE FUTURE
Community Conversations:
Strengthening neighbourhood
connections.

JUNE 18 to JULY 16, 2016
CENTENNIAL TOUR AND TEA
Historical walks through Crescent Beach
followed by tea and cookies in the park.

SEPTEMBER 10

HOMECOMING PARTY
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on the Lawn at Camp Alex
Fun, Food, Entertainers,
Historical Re-enactments,
Storytelling and Oral History
Project Presentation
An opportunity to reunite with old friends
and make new ones!
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Centennial Brick Project

“The days pass quickly by with swimming
and hikes and treasure hunts and picnics
and sports days and baseball games. “

Longhouse buildings, a revitalized centennial flagpole and a
time capsule. If we exceed this goal, it will allow us to support
other capital and program needs!
If you would like more information on our Centennial celebration, event sponsorship or other fund-raising
opportunites please call 604-535-0015, or email
pbradley@alexhouse.net and we will be more than pleased
to share our story and help find the perfect way for you, your
family or your business to support the 100th anniversary of
Alexandra Neighbourhood House.
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Buy a Brick, Build a Legacy
Help us provide a space where people can gather, grow
and build a spirit of community!
In 1916 children from the Alexandra Orphanage in Vancouver arrived at Crescent Beach to camp out in tents on the site
that is now known as Camp Alexandra. Since then, our organization has grown to take its place at the heart of community
life. People of all ages have come together to share, explore,
celebrate, and learn. 2016 will be a year full of activities and
celebrations as Alexandra Neighbourhood House reflects on
its past and anticipates its future.
To do this in an energetic, inclusive way - while
continuing to provide the valuable programs and services that
are so important to so many - we are seeking YOUR support
for our centennial activities, capital and community program
activities and long-term sustainability initiatives.
Your legacy contributes to our legacy as we create a Centennial Plaza at our Camp Alexandra site.
One hundred bricks is all it takes! With a minimum $100 donation, your name or that of a loved one will be
inscribed on a brick which will become part of Centennial Plaza.
Your donation covers the cost of the brick and up to 2 lines of
engraving (font size adjusted to accommodate number of characters). Any
difference in cost will be allocated to
Centennial Plaza construction, and/or to Centennial activities including landscaping between our Stage House and
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Donations
The Buy a Brick, Build a Legacy Campaign will help us create a
lasting memory of our Centenary, while supporting our day to day
work. Consider a donation to Alexandra Neighbourhood House in
recognition of our shared history. If your business is interested in
sponsoring or supporting our upcoming renovations please contact
us for a copy of our sponsorship package. Join us in celebrating –
donate, volunteer, participate!
If you would like to donate, please complete this form.
You will receive a tax receipt for donations over $25, and for donations over
$100, an opportunity to place an inscribed brick in our Centennial Plaza.
Company/Individual Name: _____________________________________
Contact Name _______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________ Fax: ___________________
Email: __________________________________________________
Please indicate your donation amount:
Donations of $25 or more will receive a charitable donation receipt.
$_____________________________

Cheque ____

Cash ____

Credit Card #____________________________________Visa/MC 			
(Please Circle)

Name: ____________________________________________
Date: ___________________
*I have read the Alex NH Privacy Statement and agree to be
included in Alex NH mailings.

“ It’s not a case of one set of people giving
something that another set receives – it’s a
pooling by all of us of the best we know how
to share – it’s a living and sharing of life. ”
The Settlement Movement, 1939

Signature: _________________________________________
*We collect personal information in order to maintain contact with you, to invite
you to Alex NH and ANHBC General Meetings, and to provide you with information
about programs, services and events. We do not share your personal information
with any external individual or group without written permission.
Alexandra Neighbourhood House 2916 McBride Ave. Surrey, BC V4A 3G2
P: 604-535-0015

F: 604-535-2720

Celebrating our Centennial

100
19

years

16 t 20 1
o

6

					
Expiry Date _________________
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Ten Ways to Celebrate 100 Years of Alex
1. Share a skill!
The genesis of Alex House was the simple desire by people to give
back to their community in order to build better lives for everyone.
Whether it be at Alex House or some other venue, offering your time as a
volunteer is the most powerful acknowledgement of our mission and goals.
2. Get informed!
Our centennial is a time to learn about, and reflect on the history of
South Surrey and White Rock. Consider visiting the historical exhibition
we will be mounting in cooperation with Surrey Museum and Surrey
Archives, and visiting local museums and historical sites.
3. Get to know your neighbours!
The first step in caring about our neighbours is getting to know them. A
simple acknowledgement at the grocery store, or initiating a conversation
while waiting for the bus helps build a friendlier, less isolated community.
4. Get involved in your community!
Civic engagement is vital for the health and well-being of our society. Get involved in
political causes, join a civic organization or service club, and stay informed on issues
which affect our community, our province, our nation, and the world.
5. Plant a tree!
Tree planting has traditionally been a symbol of our hopes for, and commitment to the future. It also symbolizes commitment to the ecosystems that give
us life, locally and globally, by enhancing green-space and combatting CO2.
6. Support a charity!
At Alex House, we could not do our work without the financial support of
United Way and other charitable organizations, as well as your direct support
to us. Over 80% of Canadians contribute to charities. Consider expanding
your commitment to help those agencies that help others.
7. Live more sustainably!
As we become more aware of the global impact of the life choices we make, let’s undertake to walk more
gently on the land. Buying and growing locally helps our community flourish, while ensuring that what and how
we consume creates a sustainable future for coming generations.
8. Attend local events!
Whether it’s Alexandra Festival or other local events, there is so much to see and do on the Peninsula. Your support
for local performers and creative artists of all sorts contributes to the vibrancy of our community and the enrichment of our shared culture.
9. Share your story!
History is created by the stories that we share. Ordinary lives hold extraordinary lessons for future generations.
A major dimension of our centennial year will be the creation of a narrative history project. Share your story, and teach others in the process.

“Following the depression and
the war years came groups of
people who needed much more than
fresh air and sunshine, and it was
realized that camp must attempt
to fill these needs rather than
to dispense charity. Symbolic of
this thinking was the change in
name from the Alexandra Fresh Air
Camp to Camp Alexandra.”
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10. Join Alexandra Neighbourhood House!
Are you interested in building strength in our community – and maybe even
transforming it? Be a part of this amazing movement by joining Alex House and
getting involved. Call us at 604-535-0015 or visit our website at
www.alexhouse.net for more information.
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Recollections
A little bit of history walked into the camp unexpectedly on a lazy
spring afternoon in 1988 when Norma Holmes, 75 and Evelyn Gatenby,
72 came back for a visit. These sisters were residents of the original
Alexandra Orphanage in the 1920's, and with the other Orphanage
children spent part of each summer at Camp Alexandra.

The oyster farm and point (Blackie Spit) were out of
bounds. The Swim Club had the point, and the twain
were not to meet. Another reason we didn't go to the
point was the riptides. There were a lot of deaths. If you
went out too far and the tide was changing, you were
dead.
I remember one incident here. A girl came up to me
and said 'close your eyes and stick out your tongue.'
We didn't know anything of the outside world, so I did it.
There was the most awful burning on my tongue. Then
she told me to go do it to another girl, and believe it or
not, I did. It turned out to be flakes of lye, and to this
day, I have a sensitive spot on my tongue. It happened
right here, just behind the Dining Hall where there used
to be a woodpile all around. Boy did I get into trouble
that day!
It was the hardest thing in the summer to go back .....
After we turned 12, it was the Depression, and here we
were, old Orphanage kids looking for a job - and they
were few and far between. We went to see Mrs. Beckett
(head of the Alexandra Orphanage Society,) and she put
us to work. We both came down and worked here in
the summer in the kitchen, and looking after the outdoor
toilets. They'd call us 'kitchen flunkies' nowadays. They
had a big wood and coal range in there, and was it hot!
It was Evelyn's job to make sure there was enough
wood for the stove.
In those days, these were all just summer homes
here. It's hard to believe that people commute every day
to work in the city. It was
so isolated here; so calm
and quiet."
For Norma, it was her
first visit back to camp
in more than 50 years.
Evelyn died in 1991 and
Norma in 2006.
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“Every summer from the day school let out on
June 16, for a full month, we would come down here
to the Camp. The whole orphanage came - lock,
stock, barrel and staff. Then the underprivileged and
mothers came.
At first we came in private cars. It was an all day
drive over rough roads.
Then we graduated to
the train. That was a long
trip too. The train came
through three times a
City of Surrey Archives day from Vancouver to
Seattle, and stopped at
the depot here, where Heron Park is now.........We
all had to wear uniforms; a navy blue sack with red
piping on it. Sundays were different. We had pretty
clothes on Sunday. We'd
all march off to church
two by two, wearing a
beaver hat in the winter
and a straw hat in the
City of Surrey Archives summer. Every Sunday
we'd go to a different
church - Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Holy Rollers - you
name it. We only went to the Holy Rollers though, till
Matron found out.
When we came down
to Camp Alex in the
summer, we had services
outside on the beach,
called the 'Children’s
City of Surrey Archives Special Service Mission
.... we still stuck to our
schedule, except that here, we went swimming.
The big building (Dining Hall) was here then, and
the two little bungalows. (Nursery and Stagehouse.
The boy’s play shed used to be where the Rec Hall
is now. There were a couple of cabins, and then just
big tents. We orphans slept in the buildings, and the
underprivileged slept in the tents.
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Real ‘Mother’s Day’ for Them; They’re Off to Camp!
Summer camp days are here again!
It was the first day of summer for the group of happy
and expectant youngsters and tired mothers ... as they
left for Alexandra Orphanage Fresh Air Camp at
Crescent Beach.

They will be at Crescent Beach for 13 days. Only one
day after that for camp re-arrangement and a very much
larger group* will be on their way for another two-week
outing. The season will be continuous, with a filled
camp until September.
In the small party today were mothers and children
for whom a bit of out-of-doors had been recommended
by the General Hospital, Victorian Order of Nurses,
Family Welfare Bureau and the “S.C.R.”
Mrs. D. Beckett, superintendent Alexandra
Orphanage, was at the station to superintend the
entraining.
Many of the mothers are of families, who have been
on city relief for a considerable time.

1950’s Cabin in Alexandra Park

Excerpt from THE VANCOUVER SUN, Friday, May 3, 1935
Contributed by Joan Moxess
1950’s, Kids and counsellors
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“The campers stand silently around the f lagpole and salute
as the f lag is lowered..t hen, as the interested onlookers of
Crescent Beach linger awhile, they hear the voices of the
campers over the soft twilight breeze as they sing 'Day
is Done'.. . And thus ends each day of play and fellowship.”
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Alexandra Neighbourhood House
2916 McBride Ave
Crescent Beach BC V4A 3G2
Phone: 604-535-0015 Fax: 604-535-2720
info@alexhouse.net

CENTENNIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

ALEXANDRA NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE STAFF

Executive Director: Penny Bradley
Director, Youth & Family Programs: Rhea Hubbard
Director, Core Operations: Rita Frederiksen
Property Manager: Mark Klassen
Manager, Community Programs: Neil Fernyhough
Coordinator: Vanessa Neil

At the beach

march

ALEX HOUSE
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

Centennial kick-off

• David Hughes • Derek Lacroix
• Annika Lofstrand • Grace Zhu
• Robert Doolan
• Lois Peterson • Laurel Tien

Alexandra Neighbourhood House
Board meetings are open to all
Alex House members. Please call
604-535-0015 ext 227 for the next
scheduled meeting.

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Steve Chitty, Neil Fernyhough (chair);
Rita Frederiksen; Judy Gilbert; Dianne
Grehan; Judy Higginbotham; Lois
Peterson; Sally Stewart; Art Van Wart.
Past members: Elva Reid,
Harriet Quint.
1925

2015

Caretaker Emergency
604-790-4051

28

Alexandra Festival

june

15

Past and Future
community
conversation

june 18

historical crescent
beach walks begin

sept

10
28

Past and Future
community
conversation

Alexandra Children’s Centre
604-592-2607

oct

Manager, Childcare Programs: Stefani Chandler

26

Past and Future
community
conversation

MISSION STATEMENT

Celebrating our Centennial

may

Homecoming

Team Leader: Maxine Larmour

604-535-0015
www.alexhouse.net

16

Past and Future
community
conversation

sept

Vine Avenue Youth & Family Services
604-538-5060

Alexandra Neighbourhood House provides
opportunities for people to gather, grow and
build a spirit of community
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Camp Alexandra
604-535-0015
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